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I.

Tlie establishment of the Jews in Borne dates from
about sixty years B.C. They multiplied rapidly.
Cicero represents resistance to them as an act of
courage.1 Caesar favoured them, and found them
faithful. The mob hated them, thought them male-
volent, accused them of forming a secret society, the
members of which unscrupulously sought their own
advancement, to the injury of others. But these
superficial judgments were not universal: the Jews
had as many friends as detractors: men felt that
there was something superior about them. The poor
Jewish pedlar of the Trastevere often came home at
night rich with alms from pious hands: women
especially were drawn towards these ragged mission-
aries. Juvenal reckons among the vices with which
he reproaches the ladies of his time, an inclination
towards the Jewish religion.2 The word of Zecha-
riah3 was verified to the letter; the world laid hold

1 Pro Flacco, 28.               2 Juv. Sat. vi. 546 et seq.
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